Effect of phenol on the metabolism and biochemical composition of the freshwater fish Cyprinus carpio.
The effect of phenol on the fish Cyprinus carpio and the metabolic changes in oxygen consumption and total carbohydrate, total protein and total lipids in the tissues of liver, gills, muscle, brain, and intestine were investigated for sublethal exposure. The oxygen consumption decreased significantly in both toxicants exposed to acute toxicity. Following sublethal exposure to phenol total protein, total carbohydrate, and total lipids in the tissues of liver, gills, muscle, brain and intestine of the fish decreased greatly. The longer the exposure time, the greater was the percentage reduction of organic matter of the fish exposed to sublethal concentration of phenol. Lipid content was not reduced much in exposure when compared with the control.